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WILSON 0 ACT
AS STEEL PRICE
CONFEREES FAIL

All Rates Set by Illdﬁstrial
Board Are Too High,
Hines Says,

PEEK EAGER TO FIGHY

Crippled Industry and Cut-
ting Off of Wages Seen in
Lower Charges.

Apecsal Despated to Tar By >

Wasninaron, April 10—All negotia-
tlons mre at an end in the fAght among
Administration officials over steel prices.
President Wilson has been maked to in-
tercede and sawe the sitwation, his ad-
visers having agresd only to disagree,

Mr. Hines, following two pernonal con-
ferences with Chalrman Pesk of the In-
dusirial Board issyed a public statament
to-night declaring that he could not wp-
rove of Ae Industrial Board prices
hecause they were too high, and clted
his reasonn Chairman Pesk repliad, de-
ciaring there would be a ahowdown and
that the board wonld fight It out. He
mudo it clear that the board would not
quit. Tt will continue to function, he
sald, unless otherwise ordered by the
President.

For more than a week the contending
forces Winve confarred and endeavored to

get together. Nelther would yleld, how-
ever,

Nltuntion Before Wilson,

Both sides made |t clear that the Prea-
1fent would be asked for a declsion an
the result of the fallure of his assistants
End advisers to reach an agreement. The
Industrial Board I8 laying the situation
balore the President by cable. This was
done, it was explained, because haste
Was Important to end uncertuinty and to
rattle the industrial situation.

Mr. Paek eays Director-General Hlnes
will have o accepl responsiblitty for
frusrating  Administration efforts to
bring quick readjustient from war con-
ditlons. The prices reached ure fair. he
vontends, and lower ones will have a
serlous ihdustrial effect resulting in the
closing down of Industrice wpd cutting
O wages. He nlso says that Mr, Hines
= exerclaing monopolistlc control

Mr. Hines twsued thin statement ;

“After reppated constderation of the
wteel and Iron prices proposed by the
Industrial Board I am still of opinion
1hnt those pricen are too high and there-
‘ore that the Hailroad Administration
annot approve them as being reasonable

iren

No Power to Fix Rates.

“It has bheen perfectly clear to me
throughout the discussion of this matter
ind T think It i= now mgenerally under-
food that no power wams conferred on
the Industrial Poard to Impose any
nriees upon the Rallroad Administration,
but that it retalfed the power and also
was under n duly to exercise its own
infigment In respect to thls important
matter. Througheut the discussion in
the Industirial Roard iself Mr. Powell,
the representative of the Rallvoad Ad-
minlstration, Indicated that the final ap-
proval of any prices so far us the Rajl-
rond  Administration was concerned
reated with' the Direcor-General himself

"Mr. Powell during the discussion ob-
ected that mot only the prices on steel
ralls but tha prices generally were un-
reasonably high “and before the com-
mittee announced its action he posi-
tively mtated the Railrond Administra-
tlen would not agree to buy at the pro-
posed prices,

“After the board had announced the
rrices T tonl! the matter under consid-
eration and asked my advisers in pur-
chasing mattars to glve me their views
on the subject. A conference was held,
attended by John Skelton Willlams, R.
B. Lovett, Henry Walters, membera of
the advisory committes on purchases o
the Railroad Admindstration; T.
Powell, director of the Division of Capi-
ta! Expenditures, and Henry B, Spen-
cer, director of the "Diviston of Pur-
chases, The confersnce before taking
action consualited Chatrman Colver of the
Federal Trade Commission as to gques-
tions of coet of steel production. This
ronference expreased the unanimous
epinion that the pricea were too high.

“Subsequently the suggeation Waa
made to me that a further conference
take place between representatives of
the Rallroad Administration and the
Induéitrial Board and 1 arranged for
Messrs., Lovett, Waliern and HSpencer
to rediscuss the entire subject with
the board. 1 requested the I. C, C. to
dalagate one of {ts members to attend
this conference and Commisaioner Me.
Chord was so deslgnated and was pres-
ent at the conferencé. Tha resuit of
prolonged discussion was that my ad-
visers, including Mr. McChord, were
confirmed In the opinlon that the prices
were too high,

¥rice Opinlon Coenfirmed.

“Afterward Mr., Peck rilsed the ques-
tion whether It would be worth while
to get the viewa of the representatives
of the steel Industries, und I arranged
for Memsrs, Lovatt,

ARl —

Walters and Spen- |

cer to have a mqum‘n to mest .\I?.'

Peek and such representativos, and this
vonfershict (oo place yvestaran) As n
Lremult of this discuesion my advisers
[ were mnlin confirined o the oplunion that
prices were too high. : l

“In view of thewe considerations 1
cannot «do otherwise than 10 announce
definltely that 1 must refuse to recog-
niga the prices o n being reasonubie,
elther for the present or for the future,

"To the extent that the Rallroad Ad-
ministration finds 1t necessary o muhe
purchases it will continus to make them |
on the best terms obtalnable by faly
and Just methods, with full recoagnition

the principle that a Government
agency with large purchasing power
imust be partiputariy careful not sven
| to attempt action which could be re-
garded anm oppressive.

"*The O. K, of the Railroad Adminie-
tration throughout has heen to obtaln
A falr and reasonuble price level, Tt
has never contemplated that it mhould
et a lower price level than the Jen-
ernl public.

“If the Indusirial Board can assist
in bringing about levels of prices ntl
which the Ralflroad Administration will
fesl justified In buying its cooperation
will be welcomed,

Harm to Publiec Seen.

“In the newspaper discussiona of Lhis
matter the suggestion has at times oc-
curred that the principal thing Is to
eriablish somea price which the (lovern-
ment will indorse to the end that the
public will bagin buying at thut price
and that the mers sstablishment of a
rrice for this purposs Is more important
than the intrinse reasonablenesa of the
price itself. 1 cannolL agrees withsthia
principle,

"1 am keanly alive to tha great de-
sirability of stimulating business in
svary reasonable way, but 1 believe in
the long run that the Indormement by &
Government purchasing agency of an
exoessive price level would be harmful to
the publio Interest and would not bring
about confidence, and that the end sought
to bhe obtained w1l come only by reach-
Ink a price level which the public (tself
sball consider to be reasonable.

“1 balleva one of the greatest problems
that “confronts thia country is that of
getting prices back to a reasonable level,
and 1 belleve progress in that direction
will be smerfously retarded by the ap-
proval of a governmental purchasing
agency of prices which it deems exces-
slve.”

PEEK BLAMES HINES
IN PRICE DISPUTE

Statement Issued Over Re-
fusal to Settle Rates.

WARHINGTON, April 10.—The con-
troversy hetween the Rallroad Adminis-
tration and the Department of Com-
merce's Industrial Board was brought
to & head late to-day by the definite and
final refusal of Director-General Hines
to accept the new steel price schedule
Approved by the board after conferences
With the steel [ndustry.

A statement was issued for the In-
dustrinl Board by ita chalrman, Lieorge
N. Peel, after the Director-(3enern| had

made public his final decision, Mt
FPeek's statement In part follows
“The Director-General of Rallroads

hus to-day glven to the press o state-
ment definitely refusing to accept the
prices on steel apnroved by the Indua-
trinl Board as repressnting falr prices
far public buying. This statement dis-
closes wha! hus nlreads been developed
In repeated conferences with tha Rail-
road Administration, that the reasons
for the Director-General's refusal are,
first, that he denles the right of the In-
dustrial Board to Impose a price upon
the Railroad Administration, and, sseoni,
that he fs ‘of the opinion' that the prices
‘are too high.'

“The public must be Informed of e
magnitude of the sole responalbility ae-
sumed by the Director-General in thia
important decision.

“The Industrial Board was formed to

chrry out a perfectly defined industrial
policy to which the Government. repre-
sented by the President. the Cabinet and
the Director-Geneml, wasn fully com-
mitted, 3

"To the complete gucosas of this plun,
however, there was one nbsolyute eanen -
tial, that the Governmentai departments
should express the confidence nf the
tlovernment in the execution of this most
Important poliey, Easpecially In this true
n respect of mteel ralls, In the buying
of which the Government. through s
| control of the rallroads, conmumes a VErY
large percentage of the outpur

“AL thin Iate date in the execution of
the plan this Important essential to fts
siegess lidg heen denled by the [irectar-
General of Rallroadrs, and Ly that de-
alnl the lsbor of the Intustrial Board
o met At naught. and the Government is
exhibited as setting up an Industrixl
poliey with one hand and destroy Ing 1t
with the other."”

180 CZECHS, 30 REDS KILLED.

Civilians Cruelly Treated at 1un-
RYar, Sonthwest of Lembery,

CorrNmacEn, April 10/—In a battle at
Ungvar, about 100 miles southwest of
Leraberg, between the and «the
Crechn, 30 Reds and 180 Csechs were
killed, according to advices from Buda-
pest under date of Wednesday,

The civillan population Is reported (o
have been subjected to many cruelties.

Deputy Wants Peace Commitiee.

Panis, April 16.—~Henry  Frankiln-
Boulllon, chalrman of the Forelgn Af-
| fairs Committer of the Chamber of
Deputies, hax aaked the Chamber to
Apponit & apeclal committes to exnmine
the questions 10 be solved by the Peace
Conference. The commities would have
ninety members,
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If we sold

Top Coats:

Huky &

BROADWAY AT

WE make every stitch
of clothing we sell
that we may be certain
that we make the best.

maker’s product we
could only be certain of
uncertainties.

Suits:- 330 to $65

an outside

325 10 $45

Company
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HAIG CALLS ALLIES

YICTORY A ‘MIRACLE'

Narrow Margin in Stemming
First German Onrush Is
Shown.

RUSRIA  WAS BIG  LOSS

Great Battles of 1916 and 1917
Drained Foe and Brought
1918 Triumph.

Loxvpon, Aprll 10.—Field Marshal Si¢
Douglag falg, in his final despatch, now
mmda public, pressnts an (mportant re-
view of ths war and dascribes in detall
the sxpansion and achlevements of the
British  army, with many remarkable
facts and Agures FHe trents the opera-

tlonk on the western front as a alngle
continuous campalgn In which cun be
recognined the same genoral features and
necesaary stages that, betweesn forces of
approximately us!  strength, have
marked all ll‘ll'“l'l’)ﬂ&.‘hl!l\" battles of
history,

“The high water mark of our fighting
strength In Infantry.” Eays the BHritish
commander. "wan only reached afier two
and a half yearm of conflict. by which
time heavy casualties had slready been
Incurred. 1t was not until midsummer,
1916, that the artlllery sltuation became
even approximataly adegquoate to the
conduct of major operations

Anxiety Over Guns.

“During the Somme battle artillery
ammunition had to be watched with
the greatest care. During 1917 anfmus
uitlon was plentifu), but the gun sltua-
Hlon caused anxiety, It was only In
1815 (hat artlllery operations could Le
conduoted without any lmiting econ-
siderations beyond that of fransport,

"The margin with whieh the German
onrush of 1914 was stemmed was an
nnrrow  and the subsegquent struggle
wna o esvere that the word ‘mirmcu-
lous' Is hardly too strong m term 1o
describe the recovery and ultimate vic-
tory of the Allies.

“*The breakdown of Hussia In 1817
probably prolonged the war by a year,
und the military situation in Ttaly In the
autumn of 1017 necesaltated the transfer
of five Hritiah divisions to Italy ut &
time when thelr presense In  France
might have hal far-reaching effecis,’™

arch to July, when the Allles wers on
the defennive.

“The rupid collapsp of Germany's mili-
tary powers in the latter half of 1818,
he says, “wan the logical outcome of the
fghting of the previous two years It
would not have taken place but for that
period of ceameless atirition which used
up the German roservea It is In the
Ereat batties of 1916 and 1917 that all
men hava to meck for the secret of our
vietory in 1916.°

The value of cavalry In modern war
in emphasized by Sir Douglas Haly, and
in discussing the value of mechanieal
contrivances such ns tanks he observes,
Immense ax thelr Influence might have
| been, they could not by themmelves de-
| clde o campaign. Thelr true role la to
nanlet infantrymen, by whose rifles and
bayonetla only can declsive victory be
won.

Tho expanaion of Rritish ‘personnesl,
artillery, ammunition transport, milway
construction and establishments of every
I kind in France I dwelt upon by the
Field Marehal, Regarding machine gunms
the HBritish equipment increassd from
one gun to 500 {nfantrymen In 1914 to
one to twenty Infantrymen in 1918, Tha
456 pleces of artillery with the British
took the field In 1#14 wers represented
at the date of the armistice by 6,437

Ammuanition Figures Shown,

On the first day of the Bomme battle
In 1916 almost 13,000 tons of artillery
ammunition were fited by the Hritish
on the Weatern front On two days,
September 20 and 21, 187, 42,000 tonx
wera expended, and in the three days
of the crucial battle on September 27,
28 mnd 20, 1918, almost &6,000 tons were
fired by the Hritlah artiflery,

Bir Douglas says that the featurs of
the war which to the historian may wel:
Appear most notaworthy Is the crea-
tion of the new Britlsh army, which was
successfully bullt up In the very midst
of the war.

“The total of more than 127,000 Ger-
man prisonsrs captured by us en the
western front,” saym Bir Douglas, “is
in striking contrast to the force of wsia
divisions, comprining some $0.000 fight-
Ing men, with which we entered the
war. That we whould have been able
0 accomplish this - stupendous task s
fdue partly to the loyalty and devotion
of our Allies and to the splendid work
o the Noyal ‘navy, but mainly to the

all parts of the world.”

BRITISH-SPANiSE PACT READY.

Romanones and Envey Confer—To
Sign Treaty To-day,

Mavnio, April 10 —Premier Roman-
onea had a conference to-day with the
Britinh Ambassador concerning the con-
vention  between (reat Hritaln  and
Spain, which will be nigned to-morrow.

Fuglend, by this treats, will permit
the imporiation of Bpanish oranges and

wonderful spirit of the British race L |

lrmllur) tribunal of Americans {n which
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GERMAN INSOLENCE
GROWS IN COBLENZ

Inhabitants Over Oeccupied
Area Gloat at Ruin Caused
in France.

U. 8. ARMY RULE FLOUTED|

Troops on Rhine Not Sign of
Defeat. Merely Armistice,
They Argue.

By HERBERT BAILEY. |

Rpecial Cable Despateh to Tun Scy from ke li

Landa imen Bervice,

Copyright, T oll righls ressryed.
Cunrexe, April 10.—The Increasing in- |
solence of the Germans in this area is a!
matter of concern to those here who
hoped the Germana defeated in the war
would mend thelr manners and lesrn &
lesson in dealing with foreign natlons, |
However, 1t would appear from local (n: |
dications that all sucn bhopea have been |
vain, |
I have spoken to saveral Germans h-ruT
to learn what they think will be the fu-
ture of Germany, and one In amased to
hear such a line of argument as that
France Is ruined by the war and there-

fors Germany starts off with a great ad. ).

vantage. They are even gloating over
German destruction in Pranoe, and there
are continual references to the fact that
Germany standas intact by comparison

The Germuns instet our presence on
the Rhine I» no wign of defeat, that we
ara here as the result of agreement, and
thia line of argument leads them to ex-
pound curioun Idoas as 1o the rights of
Germnn cvillans In the occupied areas,

A few days agy N case cama before a

a German was charged with breaking
ona of the American regulations. The
solicitor for the Germans calmly arose
and announced that the Americans had
no mMght to submit German clvillans to
trial under military law,

"Why.” exclaimed the American
“Had not the Germans military tribunals
in Belgium and France "

“Yen" agreed the German, “that is
true, but then we were dealing with con-
quered countries and conquered terri-
tories and you are here only as an out-
come of tha armistios."

ne can imagine the amazement of
the Americana,

- e
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were such that the Americans, more fnlthe Amerloann for each of the
amuned contempt than anything else, in-| of two men who were killed,
filcted A fine of (500 ($2,600) und vo- | during disturbinces, within  the past &
mitted the penalty, month, The attitude the Germans have
The value of u Cerman civilan 1ifs ] adopted s thet the United States in not 44

sentenced to Imprisonment. His friends
sent an appeal for his releane on the
usual groundsa of 111 health, and this in-
dividual, who had defled the Amerioans,
became the most contemptible whiner of

all has  been computed at $0,000 marks | now at war with Gdermany and that such i
Hin protestations of beinz i1l and of | ($20,000) by the derman nuthoritier, | clnkms nee proper and lagal under the
sulfering mentally from imprisonment ! who have made clalma for this sum from | slecumstances

Saks & Campany
Will Place On Sale To-day

- 5000 .

Men’s Athletic Union Suits
Regularly $1.65 to $2.50

 Special at $1.20

“Shedaker” Union Suits with the patented trouser seat that
absolutely eliminates binding, drawing, or pinching. Every
suit being perfect, this remarkable offering is possible only
because of an unusual trade opportunity which we will share
with you. Splendid selection of materials, including—

Self-striped Mesh, Silk-Striped Madras, Cross-bar
Dlulru.l”;e " and Pedl’hh Madras, Fine
Nainsook. All sizes up te 46. -

rosr DAKS &Company «ses

Sir Douglan records the iInteresting | will ship to Spain 1650.000 tons of coal Another characteristic of the Ger-
fact that more than half the HBirtish s month. Spain will lend Great Britaln | mans, that of whin ng, Is frequently
casunities In the fAghting of 1818 oc- | 75,000,000 pesetas (815,000,000 at & per | shown. The Burgomiaster of Ahrweills
curred  during the five monthe from ' cent was arreated for a serlous offéence and
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together with a host of tatfeta and Georgette hats in Many new tvpes,

Saks & Company, Ghird Floor

Tcomparabl

special Easter display

Two Ghousand cNew

$5.95 Wonder Hats

““Ghe most remarkable values ’
ever preser{ted in CAmerica.

9 Although our $5.95 Wonder Hats have always been far superior to
any other hats before seen at the price, we were determined in pre- :

that all our previous eﬁgrrs
should be eclipsed. This we believe we haveaccomplished, every one
of the two thousand hats in the display setting a new standard of value
evefi in #6.95¢ Wonder Hats. Included are:

The New Italian Bersaglieri Hat
with crown of natural bronze coque,swee
brim. shown on the Avenue at $15

Smart Dress Hat of lisere straw and Geor,
trimmed with two beautiful ostrich plumes.
Very Modish Black Dress Hat of lisere straw with trans-
prarent brim, and trimming of colorful flowers and ribbon

ping fancy and straw
and more,

Illustrated,

elle crepe
HNustrated.

——

Overs One Ghousand 8

“Hats Exquisite” at $10.85 |

Refledting the creative Benius of many
well-known European couturiers

§ All the newness, all the chicwand daring of the most exquisite crea-
tions shown in Paris shops is here truly transplanted, for these won-
derful creations interpret Paris fashions so faithfully there remains no
real difference between duplicate and original. Hats:of such beauty,

such charming originality are.a rarity at any price. At $10.85 no
chapeaux compare with them.
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The illustration shows a dainty poke hat with lace brim faced )
with Georgette crepe. The crown is of a novelt split straw, and
the trimming consists of a beautiful plume andyvcl\'r.l ribbon of

contrasting hue.

Other styles include smart tricorns, large dress huts, and an
exclusive collection of small close-fitting hats.

Saks & Company, Ghird Floor




